
August 2015

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Church of the Transfiguration,

It was a great privilege for me to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of my 
consecration as a bishop at Transfiguration on the Feast of St Mary Magdalene, 
July 22.  After several hot and humid days that Wednesday dawned with cooler, 
drier air, which was the perfect weather for a “full on” Transfiguration liturgy and 
a party in the church garden to follow.  I was touched by the number of 
parishioners, friends, and clergy colleagues who were able to be present including 
Bishop Dietsche and Archdeacon Parnell.  Bishop Richard Grein, a friend since we
met at the Lambeth Conference in 1998, preached a fine sermon with warm 
personal reference. Claudia was able to engage a group of singers who provided 
splendidly appropriate music for the occasion and Ray Vento did fabulous flowers.
All in all the mass was magnificent with congregational singing to match. I thought
the roof was going to lift off in the final hymn.  The garden came into its own for 
the reception with guests spreading throughout enjoying food and drinks. One of 
the Cathedral clergy commented afterwards that the garden reception on the perfect
summer’s evening was like a “little bit of heaven.”

Looking forward, we will be keeping the Feast of the Transfiguration, our Feast of 
Title, on Sunday, August 9, at 11am with a Procession and Solemn Mass followed 
by a Parish Luncheon in the garden. Father McPherson will be the preacher that 
day. This is always a lovely occasion and one that will be especially poignant for 
me in that it will be my last as Rector of this remarkable parish.

I also look forward to celebrating the Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Sunday 
August 16. Having taken vacation in Australia in the second half of August most 
years I have often missed sharing this important feast with you. 

On Sunday August 23 I have been invited to celebrate and preach at the Summer 
Chapel of the Transfiguration in Norfolk, Connecticut. This Chapel was begun by 
parishioners from our Transfiguration who summered in Norfolk. I have preached 
there once before and well remember the pretty church in a beautiful wooded 
setting.



I have seen Bill Nave several times over the summer and he appears to be doing 
reasonably well.  He continues to have treatments but now has time to recover 
properly from them and to build up strength for the next round. Do keep him in 
your prayers.

Our new Parish Administrator, Omayra Rivera (known as Maya), commences 
work on Monday August 3. I do hope you have time to introduce yourself to her as
opportunity arises.  She previously spent 12 years on the staff of Trinity Wall 
Street in various capacities but more recently has been involved with an online 
website business with her husband.  I look forward to her coming to the office. I 
am enormously grateful to Mother Mary Jett and to Robert Hampton both of whom
have kept the office running since the end of May. Thankfully Joe Ponessa, our 
Book keeper was able to take on all of the financial duties of the Administrator and
Carol Mateo has continued handling archival queries as well as her continuing task
of upgrading the storage of our considerable marriage archives all done may I say 
in a voluntary capacity.

I trust those of you for whom this is vacation season or at least an opportunity to 
get out of the city on weekends are feeling the benefit of rest and refreshment.

This letter comes with my loving and prayerful good wishes,

                                                                                                                                    
+Andrew St John, Rector


